
  

 

MOSES–PRINCE OF EGYPT 
 

 

 

 

 

September 17th 2017 

By: C. Daniel Madison 

 

 

 

he princess had secluded herself away in her personal chambers for months. She couldn't prove it 

but she knew in her heart that Djedefra had killed her husband, his older brother, Kawab. Djedefra 

had long been jealous of his brother's rise to the throne of Egypt - and his marriage. Even as children, 

Hetepheres had always suspected his treachery, and now she too, was in fear for her own life. 

Hetepheres was the youngest daughter of Pharaoh Snefru. Kawab, her cousin, was the eldest son of 

Khufu, the king's successor. The two had grown up together in the palace and over time, fell madly in 

love with each other. After the death of Pharaoh Snefru and during the fourth year of Khufu's reign, 

she and Kawab married. She would soon be the Queen of Egypt. The royal celebrations continued 

across the kingdom but all was not well in the House of Pharaoh. 

It had been nearly three months since their marriage and Hetepheres still had not conceived. Djedefra 

knew that if his older brother produced an heir, he would no longer be in line to the throne. Out of 

jealousy, he quickly began to hatch his sinister plot to kill Kawab before that could happen. That 

morning, he invited Kawab to go on a fishing trip twenty miles south of the palace - just the two of 

them. Unaware of his brother's evil intentions, he agreed. 

"So let it be written ... so let it be done" 

Upon arriving at the royal marina, the brothers set sail alone in one boat while their royal guard used 

another. The two drifted a short distance and were soon hidden from view among the reeds. Once out 

of sight, Djedefra hit his brother over the head with an oar and pushed him into the river. He held his 

brother under the water with the oar thinking that if he didn't drown quickly, the hungry crocodiles 

would make short work of his brother. Kawab's struggles quickly ceased then, feigning fear and 

anguish, Djedefra screamed for help. Within moments, the royal guard approached in their boat. They 
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searched frantically for Kawab but sadly, soon found the lifeless body of the prince. They returned to 

the palace to break the tragic news to Pharaoh and Kawab's widow, Hetepheres. 

Egypt had been in a state of mourning since Kawab's funeral but even still, Djedefra's treachery knew 

no bounds. Even in death his brother received honor - honor that Djedefra felt belonged to him. His 

loathing for Kawab was only matched by his fear of the growing number of Hebrew slaves. He 

convinced Pharaoh that in order to bring Egypt's mourning among the Hebrews (and reduce the slave's 

population), Pharaoh should order that all their young male children be thrown, like Kawab, into the 

Nile and drowned. In his grief, Khufu agreed. "So let it be written, so let it be done." For months, the 

wails of young Hebrew mothers could be heard across the land of Goshen. 

The Birth of a Prince 

During their morning preparations, the two handmaidens of Hetepheres said, "Princess, you've hidden 

yourself away in these chambers for nearly six months. Let's take a walk outside, maybe down to the 

river and bathe - you known, enjoy a little fresh air." 

Hetepheres laughed softly. She hadn't smiled in months but their idea did sound like fun. "If we do 

this, we have to stay out of sight," she said. "I still don't trust Djedefra." The girls, giggling in giddy 

anticipation, began making preparations. "Don't worry Princess – we know just the place to go." 

The three girls snuck out of the palace and as promised, made their way unnoticed to the handmaiden's 

special spot along the river. As they bathed, the Princess thought she heard the soft cries of a child 

coming from the reeds. The girls pushed through the grasses and discovered a small basket floating in 

the water. The Princess opened the basket and to her astonishment, saw that it held a young infant. 

"Look," she said in surprise, "a Hebrew child ... and he can't be much more than a week old!" 

"But Princess, how can you be sure he's Hebrew?" the girls asked in unison. 

"See," as the Princess pointed to the child, "he's circumcised. Only the Hebrews circumcise their 

young, just like we Egyptians do when a prince is born into the royal court." 

Suddenly, her smile faded. The Princess narrowed her eyes as her own scheme for revenge began 

forming. This child looked Egyptian. He was circumcised just like Egyptian royalty. Since she hadn't 

been seen in the royal court since the death of her husband, could she pass this infant off as her late 

husband's heir? It was definitely worth the risk. She swore her handmaidens to secrecy and they made 

their way back to the palace. 

"So let it be written ... so let it be done" 

The following morning, after finding a Hebrew wet-nurse, Hetepheres came out of her seclusion and 

presented the child to Pharaoh Khufu. "Oh mighty King, I was indeed with child before my husband 

and your first born son, Kawab, met his tragic fate," she explained. "I have hidden myself away in 

mourning until the birth of his heir, the true successor to the throne of Egypt. In honor to you wise 

king, I have named him Baufra, as it means he has risen from the Nile." She thought to herself that if 



  

her son was accepted by Pharaoh, she might not be queen of Egypt herself, but her cartouche would 

read, "Mother of the King", Egypt's highest honor. 

Pharaoh’s stern features began to soften as he gazed at the young infant. Tears came to his eyes as he 

proclaimed, "My son, taken by the Nile, has returned! Once again, joy and peace will cover the land of 

Egypt! Prepare the feasts and celebrations and welcome your future king - my son, Baufra! Lift the 

penalty on the Hebrew children so all in the land will share in our happiness! So let it be written, so let 

it be done!" So Baufra (or "Moses, drawn from the waters" as he was known among the Hebrews) was 

raised in the House of Pharaoh - a true prince of Egypt. 

Djedefra was again fraught with anger. His birthright to the throne was once again, in jeopardy. But as 

the years passed, Baufra became wise and received more and more favor from Pharaoh. Djedefra could 

never get close to the son of Hetepheres. But soon, when Baufra was 18 years old, Khufu succumbed 

to illness and lay on his death bed. Djedefra came to his father's side and said, "Great king," he said, "It 

is not good that Hetepheres remains without a husband. Grant, as your dying command, that I take her 

as my wife and grant my birthright. I will then rule wisely in your place." Khufu, in his weakened 

condition, reluctantly agreed. The Princess and Djedefra, despite her fierce objections, were soon 

married and upon the death of Khufu, Djedefra became Pharaoh instead of Baufra. He sought to father 

an heir of his own but Hetepheres would have nothing to do with the man whom she believed killed 

her husband. Eight years later, her revenge was complete when she successfully poisoned Djedefra, 

avenging her husband's death. 

"So it was written ... so it was done" 

Khufu's fourth son, Khafre then became King of Egypt. Prince Baufra (Moses) continued on as his 

trusted advisor among the Hebrews. It was during this time that Hetepheres told Moses of his true 

Hebrew mother - his nursemaid. In the thirteenth year of Khafre's reign, Moses killed an Egyptian 

taskmaster. His true heritage became known to Khafre and despite his friendship and respect for 

Moses, Pharaoh struck the name of Baufra from all records and banished him from the land of Egypt. 

Moses made his way to the land of Midian where he eventually married. For the next forty years he 

stayed with the tribe of Jethro. In the year 2467 B.C.,** Moses received his commission from the Lord 

to return to Egypt and free the Hebrews from their bondage under Shepseskaf, the grandson of his old 

friend, Khafre. From this point forward, the biblical account is pretty well detailed ... So it was written, 

so it was done. 

** NOTE: Most churches teach the Exodus occurred around 1491 B.C. However, apart from the Bible, 

there is no archaeological or historical evidence that the Exodus, Moses or any of the Bible’s main 

characters before the time of King Solomon of Israel ever existed. This is because there is an entire 

1,000 year period missing in Biblical history. Be sure to read the article, Millennium, for a further 

explanation of how the missing millennium happened. 

I also invite you to download my pdf timeline panorama detailing the period from Adam through 

Solomon’s Temple.  

https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Millennium.pdf
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/timeline2.pdf


  

 

 

While you’re here … 

… I do have a small favor to ask. These articles I’ve written are my own educational outreach ministry 

and while they are yours to enjoy without any obligation, they are not without cost. If you’ve found 

them enjoyable, helpful or thought-provoking, I would ask that you consider sending along a couple 

dollars to help cover some of these added expenses. It only takes a minute and everything is handled 

securely through PayPal. 

Click below to help. Your support makes a big difference. 

 

 

Please note: cdanielmadison.com & EGRC are not 501(C)3 charitable organizations. 
 Donations to C. Daniel Madison are considered gifts and although 

 very much appreciated, are not deductible for tax purposes. 

 

Thank You! 

 

And let’s be social … click these buttons to share this article with your friends on: 

            

 

https://www.paypal.me/CDMadison
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Moses.pdf
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Moses.pdf

