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here is considerable evidence that all the events after the first temple period during the time of King 

Solomon are as described in the Old Testament. There is however, no archaeological or cultural 

record that I am aware of that indicates any of the events prior to the time of Solomon ever happened. 

This has led to the belief within the secular community that the Exodus and the events and individuals, 

particularly those described in the Book of Genesis, are nothing more than Babylonian mythology 

adapted by the Hebrews while in captivity during the time of Daniel. There is even some argument as to 

whether or not Moses was even the author of Genesis. Oddly enough, these arguments do have a certain 

degree of merit as I’ll explain. 

The Inspired Word 

The biggest argument that comes up when shifting our views of ancient history involves one of the top 

three tenets of the Christian faith — the divine inspiration of the Scriptures. I attended a local church 

where the pastor, before each sermon, would hold up his Bible and say to the congregation, “This is my 

Bible, the inspired and infallible Word of God …” Most evangelical churches publish something similar 

in their Statement of Faith and nearly all reference 2 Timothy 3:16 as one of their “proof verses”. But 

what were the inspired Scriptures the Apostle Paul was talking about in his letter to Timothy? 

"...All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness ..." 

    2 Timothy 3:16 KJV 

The Bible did not exist as we know it during the time of the Apostles. There was no New Testament. 

The Sadducees considered only the Torah, the first five books of the Old Testament (AKA, the Law of 

Moses or the Pentateuch), to be the word of God. The Pharisees and Rabbis considered the Torah plus 

the writings of the Prophets, the Psalms, and some of the other historical writings (the Tanakh) as 

Scripture. Jesus himself defined the Scriptures (Matthew 7:12, Matthew 22:40, Luke 16:16, and others) 

as being the Law and the Prophets. Since Paul had been a Pharisee, was he (as he wrote to Timothy) 

referring to the inspired Scriptures as being the 24 books of the Tanakh? 
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To me, inspired writings means something was written down as a result of a communication by God to 

the original author either verbally, by revelation or through visions and was usually confirmed by some 

divine action. Textual preservation is another matter altogether. I do believe there have been instances 

where our correct understanding of the context or what those original authors intended to say as the 

languages evolved through the centuries has been an issue — the verses, Exodus 12:37 and 1 Kings 6:1 

come to mind. There have possibly been inadvertent transcription errors made across the generations as 

well. But the fact that (once we add a millennium back into biblical history) events in the Old Testament 

are accurate, in many cases, to the exact day, month and year going back over 9,000 years is proof 

enough for me of the divine influences in its origins. 

Another difficulty is that the word Torah also has a range of meanings. In modern theological opinion, 

we consider it to be the Pentateuch. It can also refer to the totality of Jewish teaching comprised of the 

Tanakh plus later rabbinic writings. But, and I find this odd, the Torah can also mean the entire narrative 

of just the books of the Tanakh — excluding Genesis. In this view, why was Genesis omitted? Are these 

the Scriptures that Jesus was referring to that contained only the Law, the Exodus through Deuteronomy, 

and the Prophets? Before we can answer that, we first need to look at another controversial 

subject — the lost books of the Bible. 

If you’ve ever Googled this subject then you know there are many theories about the lost and missing 

books of Scripture. It’s not my intent to go down that rabbit hole. I’m only going to concern myself with 

one — the Book of Jasher referenced in Joshua 10:13 and 2 Samuel 1:18. This book obviously existed in 

antiquity but is the copy we have today genuine? 

There are several different works by this title, all written I suspect, during the 16th and 17th centuries 

A.D. The popular adaptation of the Book of Jasher promoted on the web and copyrighted by The Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is the 1840 version. This copy appears to be a translation of an 

earlier work dating to 1552 A.D and later published in Venice in 1625. As far as I am aware, there are 

no original writings of Jasher prior to 1552 A.D known to be in existence. 

The Real Book of (Sefer haYashar) Jasher 

The word Jasher, when translated means The Upright or The Righteous. Since the book is quoted in the 

book of 2 Samuel, it would indicate the original book pre-dates Israel’s monarchial period. Since it is 

referenced in Joshua, it would also indicate the original book was written before Israel’s conquest of 

Canaan as well. Since it existed prior to the conquest, we can be relatively certain Moses knew of the 

book during Israel’s Exodus from Egypt. 

It is my belief that the Book of Jasher was a detailed historical chronicle. It was a detailed written record 

of each of the kings and leaders that were considered righteous or upright extending from Moses all the 

way back before the days of Noah, through antediluvian history, back to the time of Adam. It was a 

record of the lineage or bloodline that would eventually become the Hebrew people. Yes, this would 

mean people knew how to write long before anthropologists believe they did. Just because we’ve found 

no evidence of these writings doesn’t mean they didn’t exist — it simply means we haven’t found them 

yet … or they’ve been lost to the sands of time. 

As each of the patriarchs rose to the throne (Seth to Enos, to Cainan, to Mahalaleel, etc), new pages 

were written about their reigns and placed in the book. This book of the Upright made its way to Noah 

https://cdanielmadison.com/exodus.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sefer_haYashar_(midrash)
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who then passed it on to Shem. The book was added to over the generations and by the time it reached 

Moses, contained all the antediluvian history and genealogy through the days of Noah plus the post-

flood records of Shem, Peleg and Abraham down through the days of Jacob’s sojourn into Egypt. The 

final entries into the book were made by Moses during the Exodus. They included his birth, the forty 

years he lived in Pharaoh’s palace, his exile in Midian and then his return to lead the people of Israel out 

of their bondage in Egypt. The record culminated with Israel’s wanderings and the death of Moses in the 

wilderness during the summer months of 2427 B.C. This, I believe, was Jasher — the Book of the 

Upright. 

The Missing History 

As Joshua and the Israelites crossed the Jordan into Canaan, they carried with them the Book of Jasher 

and now a new book — the Law, written by Moses during Israel’s time in the wilderness. Joshua also 

kept an account of Israel’s conquest of Canaan although I suspect that, prior to Joshua’s death, it only 

included the first eleven or so chapters of our current version of the Book of Joshua.  

The Bible is silent about the years following the death Eleazar, the last elder of Israel. I suspect that 

during this time and lacking centralized leadership, the tribes of Israel each went their own way. By 

1950 BC, Semitic emissaries (from the tribe of Gad?) migrated, possibly the result of the 4.2-kiloyear 

event, back into northern Sinai and the eastern border region of Egypt. I believe this is depicted in the 

wall painting from Beni Hasan. There they established the 14th Dynasty along the Brook of Egypt at el-

Arish and for a time, coexisted  peacefully with the Egyptians. There is some debate whether these 

settlers later became known as the Hyksos. Additional information on that topic can be read here1. These 

populations increased and by 1650 BC, dominated most of Egypt’s eastern delta region and northern 

Sinai until they were forced out by Egypt’s 18th Dynasty (Thutmosid Dynasty) in ⁓1530 BC. 

 

After regaining their territory, the Egyptian army began driving the remaining Semite descendants back 

to Canaan, exiling them in 1470 BC, to the lands east of the Jordan originally given to the tribes of 

Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh. The Egyptians continued to conquer and occupy the Levant and by 1467 

BC, Jerusalem had become a vassal under Egyptian control. 

 

Over time, the strength of the Egyptian forces weakened. Several of the Amarna Letters sent to 

Amenhotep III, Pharaoh of Egypt reported that "lawless" bands including the (Hapiru/Habiru) Hebrew 

insurgents (among others) had been attacking Egyptian strongholds throughout the Levant. During the 

administration of Jephthah, three hundred years after Egypt’s conquest of Jerusalem, these “guerrilla” 

fighters finally drove the remaining Egyptian forces to the coast near Jaffa. The biblical record begins 

again during this time with the period of the Judges leading to Israel’s monarchy through Boaz, his son, 

Obed, then on to Jesse and his son, David, the future king and father of King Solomon. 

 

The Missing Years 

Near the middle of his reign, Solomon realized that much of Israel’s history was contained in only a few 

of the ancient scrolls and a miscellaneous collection of manuscripts that had been passed down from one 

generation to the next. Worried that, given their problems with conquests by foreign rulers, the nation’s 

 
1 A summary article is linked above. The original research article from PLOS ONE can be read (here) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4.2_kiloyear_event
http://www.asor.org/anetoday/2016/07/the-beni-hasan-tomb-painting-and-scholarship-of-the-southern-levant/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourteenth_Dynasty_of_Egypt
https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/egypt-brook
https://phys.org/news/2020-07-hyksos-15th-dynasty-rulers-ancient.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighteenth_Dynasty_of_Egypt
https://www.archaeology.org/issues/262-1707/features/5627-jaffa-egypt-canaan-colony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Jerusalem
https://www.israel-a-history-of.com/amarna-letters.html
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Hyksos.pdf
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heritage was at risk of being destroyed, lost or forgotten, Solomon charged a group of the Priests and 

Scribes to compile and organize all the books and texts and maintain them in the Temple ‘library’. 

... Is there a thing of which it is said, “See, this is new? It has been already in the 

ages before us. There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any 

remembrance of later things yet to be among those who come after ...”  

   Ecclesiastes 1:10-11 

This ‘commission’ dedicated the next twenty years to collecting, editing and writing down much of 

Israel’s early history. They began by compiling Solomon’s own writings plus his songs and proverbs. 

They continued by completing Samuel’s writings from 100 years earlier. They amassed all the texts and 

records they had available from the time of the Judges and rewrote them into a single book as well. A 

selection from these texts were edited out, rewritten and later became the Book of Ruth. And this is 

when history took a sideways turn. 

Solomon died in 951 B.C. Earlier that year, the priests were just completing the library and organizing 

all the books and records into their historical sequence. Regrettably, it had been nearly 150 years and 

little had been written down previously nor was anyone alive any longer with any firsthand knowledge 

of the years prior to the Judges and Egypt’s conquest of Canaan. The priests only had oral traditions of 

the time when Egypt ruled the land and simply did not account for all the years between the Exodus, and 

the time of the Judges. Solomon’s statement turned out to be true — “There is no remembrance of 

former things.” From the Exodus until Egypt’s conquest of Jerusalem, a span of 1,000 years was lost 

from Israel’s (and Old Testament) history. 

This omission moved the Exodus forward one thousand years from 2467 B.C. to 1467 B.C. Jeremiah 

wrote 320 years after the death of Solomon (in 1 Kings 6:1) that construction began on the temple 480 

years after the children of Israel came out of Egypt. The second part of Solomon’s statement came true 

as well, “nor will there be any remembrance of later things yet to be among those who come after." 

Today, we still confuse Egypt’s conquest of Jerusalem (1467 B.C.) with the Exodus. 

Jasher and the Book of Genesis 

Shortly after the death of Solomon, the nation of Israel split into two kingdoms — Israel to the north and 

Judah to the south. Because of this civil strife, there was considerable concern among the priests of 

Solomon’s commission that Israel’s continued existence as a nation still might be in jeopardy. They 

needed to remind the people of their heritage, of God’s promise to them through Abraham and their 

freedom from bondage in Egypt. Unfortunately, all their history was written within the many volumes 

(scrolls?) of the Book of Jasher and that knowledge too, had long-since faded from Israel’s memory. The 

priests decided to continue with Solomon’s edict. They undertook an extensive project to edit and 

condense down Jasher into just one or two scrolls making it much easier to read each year in the temple. 

Moses had written down the Laws given to Israel by God while in the wilderness. He was also the last 

patriarch to have written down, in the Book of Jasher, a record of Israel’s bondage in Egypt. The priests 

decided to separate out this account by Moses containing the Ten Commandments as its own book and 

called it the Exodus. Moses became not only the ‘giver of the Law’ but the symbol of Israel’s freedom 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Kings-6-1/
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from bondage and the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. This process is part of what many Bible 

scholars call, The JEPD Theory. A more detailed discussion of this approach can be read (here). 

Over the next 80 years or so, the temple priesthood reworked, edited, compiled and condensed the Book 

of Jasher into what we now know as the Book of Genesis. I’m uncertain what happened to the original 

Book of Jasher after the northern kingdom (Israel) fell to the Neo-Assyrian Empire in 722 B.C. I suspect 

it was maintained in the temple library in Jerusalem until the temple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar 

in 586 B.C. The book may have been extensively damaged or very little of it survived. It doesn’t appear 

that a complete copy was in existence after the second temple period. 

In Conclusion 

Regarding whether the Torah included the Book of Genesis – Genesis was obviously known by Jesus. 

He did not quote from but referred to it several times in the book of Matthew: 

 
⁕… that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female (Matthew 19:4-5) 

⁕… from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah… (Matthew 23:35)   

⁕… For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. (Matthew 24:37-39) 

By inference, Jesus did confirm the historicity of Genesis. But Jesus did however quote extensively 

from Deuteronomy. In Matthew 4:4-10, Jesus says: 

⁕… It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

⁕… Again it is written, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test. 

⁕… For it is written, You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve. 

And once again, during the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21-38), Jesus taught from the Books of 

the Law – Have you not heard that it was said to those long ago …?  

Does Jesus, quoting and teaching from Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, give those books 

more authority than him simply validating the historical accounts written of in Genesis? Are these 

examples evidence that the Law (and the Prophets) spoken of by Jesus, did not originally include the 

Book of Genesis? Contrary to theological opinion, there are certain Hebrew sects that consider that to be 

the case. Regardless, until we discover the original Book of Jasher, Genesis is the next best thing. 

Regarding the missing millennium – adding a thousand years back into the period of Biblical history 

prior to King Solomon realigns all those prior events perfectly with the secular world view of other 

events during this same period — in many cases, to the exact day, month, and year. If my timeline is 

accurate — and I am convinced it is — much of our confusion has been the result of incorrectly 

applying Ussher’s Chronology to biblical history, particularly to the period prior to King Solomon. 

Ussher, like those priests of Solomon’s time did not account for, in just this specific case, all the years 

between the Exodus and the time of the Judges. There are many other errors in Ussher’s chronology 

prior to the Exodus but that is a subject for another discussion. It is my hope that by continuing to 

compare Hebrew, Sumerian, Egyptian and many other archaeological and cultural historical records 

collectively, we can correct several misconceptions and accurately redefine our earliest beginnings. 

  

https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/The_JEPD_Theory.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A4-10&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=CEB
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Chronology_3.pdf
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While you’re here … 

… I do have a small favor to ask. These articles I’ve written are my own educational outreach ministry 

and while they are yours to enjoy without any obligation, they are not without cost. If you’ve found 

them enjoyable, helpful or thought-provoking, I would ask that you consider sending along a couple 

dollars to help cover some of these added expenses. It only takes a minute and everything is handled 

securely through PayPal. 

Click below to help. Your support makes a big difference. 

 

 

Please note: cdanielmadison.com & EGRC are not 501(C)3 charitable organizations. 

 Donations to C. Daniel Madison are considered gifts and although 

 very much appreciated, are not deductible for tax purposes. 
 

Thank You! 

 

And let’s be social … click these buttons to share this article with your friends on: 

            

https://www.paypal.me/CDMadison
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Millennium.pdf
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Millennium.pdf

