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n 967 B.C., Solomon wanted to commemorate the Exodus and the crossing of the Red Sea. The only 

information available to Solomon said that the Exodus crossing took place 360 furlongs from the 

northern tip of the Red Sea. Solomon commissioned two pillars to be built. One was placed on the west 

coast of the Gulf of Aqaba and the other along the eastern side 360 furlongs south of Eilat. However ... 

The Exodus took place 1500 years before the times of Solomon. At that time (2467 B.C.), the Gulf of 

Aqaba was a fresh water basin separated 112 miles farther south from the Red Sea by an earthen land 

bridge spanning the Straits of Tiran shown below. This land bridge (or dam) was formed by debris left 

by the receding waters of Noah’s Flood just over 1,000 years earlier in 3536 B.C. 

 
Land bridge across the Straits of Tiran 

I 



This dam caused the water levels in the Gulf of Aqaba to be approximately 6-8 feet higher than the sea 

levels seen today.1 

Moses and the 21,000 Israelites,2 after making their way across the Sinai Peninsula, were encamped near 

modern day Eilat. The Egyptian army was fast approaching from the west. The area north of the camp, 

as shown in the following figure, was a shallow marsh 6-8 feet deep known then as the Sea of Reeds. It 

extended 360 furlongs (or 45 miles) farther north to the base of a 100-foot (30-meter) rise in the highest 

part of Wadi Al-ʿArabah. Moses was attempting to make it from their camp, around the northern tip of 

the marsh, back to Midian just to the east of the sea. The Israelites were trapped and had nowhere to go. 

 
Sea of Reeds north of Eilat 

But in 2467 B.C., an earthquake along the Dead Sea Transform 3 collapsed the dam across the Straits of 

Tiran. The higher waters from the Gulf of Aqaba rushed southward into the Red Sea. As the water level 

dropped in the Gulf, a ridge four miles across between Eilat and Aqaba was exposed as shown below. 

 
Exposed land bridge between Eilat and Aqaba 

 This narrow ridge formed a land bridge separating (or parting) the waters from the marshy area to the 

north and the waters draining southward from the Gulf. Moses and the Israelites began crossing over. 



 The sea levels soon equalized but the earthquake and the water’s outflow formed a geoid warp4 causing 

a surge of water to flow back up the Gulf of Aqaba. By the time the surge made it back to Eilat, it was a 

tsunami-like wall of water over 12 feet high. It swept the pursuing Egyptian army, exposed on the land 

bridge between Eilat and Aqaba, into the marshes on the north side, drowning them. 

The earthquake that had exposed the land bridge also 

greatly reduced (due to uplifting) the seasonal run-off 

into the Sea of Reeds. By the time of Solomon, the 

shallow waters north of Eilat had dried up and had been 

taken over by the desert sands. The cities of Eilat and 

Aqaba were now on the upper end or the tip of the Red 

Sea – not where the northern end of the Sea of Reeds 

was during the Exodus. That's why Solomon placed the 

pillars (shown here) about 45 miles too far to the south. 

If you’d like to find any surviving artifacts from 

Pharaoh Shepseskaf and the Egyptian army, I'd suggest 

digging about 12-15 feet below the sands in the areas 

just north of Eilat. 

 

 

After their crossing, the Israelites made their way 25 miles to the east to Wadi Rum and made camp 

below the Holy Mountain, Mount Paran, also known as Jabal Ramm. 

 
As it is today (and the route to Mount Paran) 



 
The land bridge from Eilat to Aqaba … as it’s seen today 

 

 
The Land Bridge 

 
Mount Paran (Jabal Ram) in Jordan – also known as Mount Horeb, God’s holy mountain 

 



And where Moses split the rock? Today, it’s called Lawrence Spring … (here)  

 
The spring still flows from the side of Mount Horeb (Mount Paran), also known as Jabal Ramm 

For those interested in more information or further study, a good start would be with an accurate 

chronology found (here) and then: 

Offshore Evidence for an Undocumented Tsunami Event in the ‘Low Risk’ Gulf of Aqaba-Eilat, 

Northern Red Sea (here)  

Note1  Late Holocene Paleoclimate Reconstruction of the Northern Gulf of Aqaba (here)  

Note2  Read about the number of Israelites in the Exodus (here) 

Note3  Seismic Hazards Implications of Uplifted Pleistocene Coral Terraces in the Gulf of Aqaba  

Note4  For those interested in a more academic study of ellipsoid, gravity, geodesy, and geophysics; 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/@29.5601171,35.4099494,598m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/timeline2.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0145802
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Galloway3LatHolPal.pdf
https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Exodus.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-00074-2
https://www.geophysik.uni-muenchen.de/~jowa/praktikum09/geoid_tutorial.pdf


 

While you’re here … 

… I do have a small favor to ask. These articles I’ve written are my own educational outreach ministry 

and while they are yours to enjoy without any obligation, they are not without cost. If you’ve found 

them enjoyable, helpful or thought-provoking, I would ask that you consider sending along a couple 

dollars to help cover some of these added expenses. It only takes a minute and everything is handled 

securely through PayPal. 

Click below to help. Your support makes a big difference. 

 

 

Please note: cdanielmadison.com & EGRC are not 501(C)3 charitable organizations. 

 Donations to C. Daniel Madison are considered gifts and although 

 very much appreciated, are not deductible for tax purposes. 

 

Thank You! 

 

And let’s be social … click these buttons to share this article with your friends: 

            

 

https://www.paypal.me/CDMadison
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Exodus_2.pdf
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/Exodus_2.pdf

