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By: C. Daniel Madison 

. 

 

pologetics (Greek: ἀπολογία, "verbal defense; speech in defense of") is a branch of Christian 

theology that seeks to present a reasoned or evidential basis for Christianity; defending the faith to 

those who might object. The verse, 1 Peter 3:15 is often quoted as our divine directive and reads: "But 

sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh 

you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear." (KJV).  

To me, this verse simply says that if anyone asks why you believe the way you do, you should be able to 

hold a reasonable conversation (as vs. 16-22 go on to describe) about the Gospel of Christ and what it 

means to you personally. I don’t think this passage is a call to define an ideological or philosophical 

argument or present evidence for the rationality of the Christian faith with its doctrines and dogmas. 

Most of us, let’s face it, just aren’t that well-educated enough (well, I know I’m not) to have or present a 

reasoned defense against other competing world views or ideologies. 

The Nature of Ideology … 

All of us have our own set of beliefs which consist of various assumptions, opinions and ideas which 

govern how we feel about a variety of issues. These concepts form our world view or ideology and 

determine how we define and structure what we establish as “truth”. 

Each of us would like to think that our beliefs are based upon actual facts but more often than not, our 

constructs are formed by someone else's viewpoint; those taught to us by our parents, the social norms 

of our friends or community, various church doctrines, college professors or some other "truth" 

expressed by a noteworthy expert in a particular discipline. Over time, we even tend to group together, 

worship with, build relationships with, listen to lectures or read books written by authors of similar 

beliefs in order to reinforce what we ourselves have been taught, think or believe to be true. That doesn’t 

mean our beliefs are correct. It just means we hang out with others who believe the same way we do. 
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For example - gather together a group of students from Bob Jones University for a panel discussion. The 

topic for debate will be, "What impact did Moses have on Egyptian culture?" And, commence.  Now, 

gather together another group of students from, let's say - UC Berkley and have a panel discussion on 

the same topic ... and commence. The conversations from the two groups of students will be 

dramatically different NOT because the underlying facts of the topic are antithetic. The facts haven’t 

changed, only the divergent interpretation of those facts resulting from variations in the cultural, 

theological or ideological viewpoints of the students. It is these disparate viewpoints and not the facts 

themselves that incite controversy. This is nowhere more evident than in the arena of Apologetics. 

The very nature of Apologetics is argumentative … “I will prove to you, based on the evidence, that the 

way I believe is correct … and therefore infer that your beliefs are wrong.” And so the contest begins … 

Peter isn’t telling us to get into a debate or argument – polite or otherwise. He isn’t telling us to defend a 

book that hadn’t even been written yet. He only says that, if you’re asked, explain why you have the 

hope of salvation within you – not to point out why they don’t.  

 

 

While you’re here … 

… I do have a small favor to ask. These articles I’ve written are my own educational outreach ministry 

and while they are yours to enjoy without any obligation, they are not without cost. If you’ve found 

them enjoyable, helpful or thought-provoking, I would ask that you consider sending along a couple 

dollars to help cover some of these added expenses. It only takes a minute and everything is handled 

securely through PayPal. 

Click below to help. Your support makes a big difference. 
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