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any ancient cultures have their own account of some sort of a catastrophic deluge. The most well 

known of course, is the Genesis Flood narrative. There’s also the Mesopotamian flood story as 

described in the Epic of Gilgamesh. The Chinese text of Huai Nan and the Deucalion in Greek myth 

each have their own version as do the lore of the K'iche' and Maya peoples in Mesoamerica, the Lac 

Courte Oreilles Ojibwa tribe of Native Americans, the Muisca people, and finally, the Cañari in South 

America. Given these world-wide cultural beliefs in a great flood, it is apparent (at least to me) that a 

flood event, impacting the entire global community in some way, did in fact occur. 

A matter of perspective 

Before I get too deep into the flood waters (pun intended), there are several considerations I should float 

out there — again, pun intended. First, there are two different perspectives that can be adopted when you 

read the Flood account written about in Genesis. The first is that these passages, chapters 6 – 8, record 

God’s own omniscient observations of the Flood. The second is that these chapters are Noah’s record of 

his own observations. 

These different perspectives affect how we understand or interpret the Bible’s narrative. If we look at 

these events from God’s perspective then yes, much of what’s written in the biblical text alone appears 

to be global. This view unfortunately, has caused considerable debate and argument between many 

within the theological and academic communities. But if we look at the flood from Noah’s perspective 

and apply our current geological and historical knowledge, then we find that many of the questions 

raised with the global flood view can be answered with a great degree of certainty. So then, which 

perspective is accurate? 

From the first chapter in Genesis to the last chapter in the Revelation, which geographic regions does the 

Bible primarily speak about? Those areas surrounding the eastern Mediterranean, correct? And which 

specific (or chosen) people does it chronicle? The ancestors of the Hebrew people which would produce 

the Messiah, correct? Does this mean that the rest of the world didn’t exist? Of course not, it simply 
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means that for the Bible’s purpose, those other areas and cultures weren’t necessary to the narrative. So, 

am I saying that Noah’s flood was regional? No, the catastrophic impact of the flood was indeed, global. 

I’m only saying that the Genesis account is Noah’s record of the flood events as viewed from his own 

limited perspective encompassing the regions surrounding the eastern Mediterranean and it is from that 

perspective that this discussion is based. 

When did the Flood happen? 

Most secular viewpoints within the scientific and academic communities, if they acknowledge the flood 

occurred at all, believe it was a localized flood or worse yet, a re-write of the Babylonian myth known as 

the Epic of Gilgamesh. In their book, The Destruction of Sodom, Gomorrah, and Jericho, (pg 119) noted 

geologists, K.O. Emery and David Neev, revisited that myth to explain what they believe happened in 

that region some 4300 years ago … 

"The latter dates are near enough to the time of the epic flood described in 

Gilgamesh … The Babylonian, Utnapishtim, Gilgamesh’s ancestor, was instructed 

by Ea, Sumerian Enki or Lord of the Earth, to build a ship and load it with the seed 

of all living things, cattle, beasts, and his family. According to the story, the ship 

survived the flood about 6,000 B.P. [ca. 4,000 B.C.] and landed on Mount Nisir. 

This account must have been current at Uruk, the religious capital where Gilgamesh 

was king and known to Abraham who lived at Ur — now Eridu — only 60km distant 

until he emigrated to Canaan. Evidently, the story of Utnapishtim’s flood evolved 

into the later and more detailed story of Noah’s Flood." 

Back in 1953, Sir Leonard Woolley also drew similar conclusions in his book, Spadework in 

Archaeology (pg 105-106) by stating … 

“Under the eleven-foot stratum lay the ruins of the houses in which had lived the 

antediluvian inhabitants of the Lower Town: they had, we may suppose, taken refuge 

on the mound, the Inner City, and from its walls watched their houses disappear 

beneath the muddy waters of the flood. This is the flood coming in the latter part of 

the al ‘Ubaid period, which the ancient Sumerians regarded as the outstanding 

disaster in the country’s history, and out of the historical fact grew the legend which 

in course of time the Hebrew people incorporated in their own sacred writings and 

handed on to us today, the story of Noah’s Flood.” 

Unfortunately, based on our modern views of biblical chronology, it’s easy to make a strong case for 

their assumptions. The view widely held among theologians place Noah’s Flood to around 2,350 B.C. 

and the birth of Abraham to ~2,000 B.C. If we are to believe the biblical account, then these dates are 

quite early relative to Gilgamesh who, according to the Sumerian king list, was thought to have ruled 

~2,700 B.C. This discrepancy is because the traditional dates we assign to the Flood and Abraham are 

incorrect. 
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If you’ve had the opportunity to read any of my other articles then you are aware that I have correctly 

realigned biblical chronology with the secular world view of ancient history. I won’t get too involved in 

my revised timeline here only to say that the flood began on May 7th, 3536 B.C., preceding the 

Sumerian king, Gilgamesh, by over 800 years. Emery and Neev's conclusions were also in error — 

Abraham preceded King Gilgamesh by nearly 200 years and the Babylonian Epic was a rewrite of 

Noah’s account passed down from much earlier — not the other way around. We’ll explore more of the 

chronology, the region’s events and other evidences of the flood (ancient shore lines, depopulation 

events, etc.) a little further on in Part 2 but first, there’s the matter of Noah’s meticulous record-keeping. 

Equinoxes, Solstices and Cross-Quarters 

One of the first things that struck me during my exploration of the Genesis Flood was Noah’s 

remarkable attention to detail. Why was each event described as happening on a specific day? Why is it 

important that we understand that? I believe that Noah was chronicling these events as they happened 

according to his calendar. More importantly, he was also describing, as I discovered, a very different and 

astonishing antediluvian world. 

 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day 

from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years.  

Genesis 1:14 KJV 

 Signs, seasons, days and years … nearly all ancient civilizations and cultures used a lunisolar calendar 

to mark the passage of days, months and years by tracking the combined motions of the sun, moon and 

stars. Noah was no different but before we look his antediluvian calendar, there are a couple of terms we 

should understand. The first is our solar year – each orbit around the sun takes ~ 365.25 days. The time 

interval that the Moon orbits 360° around the Earth relative to the "fixed" stars is called a sidereal 

month and it takes ~27.3 days. And lastly, the period of the lunar phases, i.e., the full moon to the next 

full moon is called the synodic month and it takes ~29.5 days. Nearly all of those first cultures counted 

the passage of years and months using the equinoxes and solstices. The Vernal Equinox was the 

beginning of each solar year and each day of the month, in most cases, was marked by noting the moon 

phase. 

Noah’s antediluvian calendar was a little different. He describes to us in Genesis 8:3-4 that there were, 

unlike our Gregorian calendar, five consecutive months of 30 days each. Is he saying that before the 

Flood, the solar year consisted of twelve months with 30 days each? Was Noah's year 360 days long? 

Not exactly … he’s telling us his solar year had 364 days. Wait a minute — that makes no sense … 

 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the 

hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested in the seventh 

month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat… 

Genesis 8:3-4 KJV 

 Actually, it makes more sense than many realize. The number of days in our solar year is usually 

determined by Earth's orbital speed and distance around the sun. But, neither of those factors changed. 

Rather, the difference in the number of days in the year was due to a change in the speed of Earth’s axial 

https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/timeline2.pdf
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rotation. Before the Flood, and as far-fetched as this sounds, Earth was spinning on its axis five minutes 

slower each day than what we see today. That doesn’t sound like much but, according to climatologists 

and geologists, it’s quite extreme. I’ll get into some of the physics that show how this change was 

possible in Part 3 but first, if you slow Earth’s current rotational speed each day by five minutes, you 

shorten each month by 2.5 hours or a total of thirty hours (1.25 days) each year. That would shorten 

today’s solar year from 365.25 (minus 1.25) to 364 days. 

In other words, by slowing Earth’s axial rotation by five minutes each day, the length of the day actually 

increases. Additionally, the sidereal month also increases from 27.3 to ~28 days and the synodic month 

increases from 29.5 to 30 days. This means that the beginning of each month and each day of the month 

is anchored to a specific moon phase and does not change from month to month or year to year. It also 

means that the events Noah describes align perfectly with the equinoxes, solstices and cross-quarter 

days. The perfection of this calendar is really quite remarkable. 

NOTE: The math that calculates the variations in Earth's rotational speed, sidereal years, sidereal 

months, synodic months, etc. is somewhat involved ... and pretty boring for most people. Hopefully, the 

explanations I've presented here on a 364 day solar year, while not completely accurate mathematically, 

are acceptable — and more importantly, understandable (check the math here). 

So, in summary – Noah’s calendar consisted of twelve months with thirty slightly longer days in each 

month. If each day was five minutes longer, that meant there were fewer days (in this case, 1.25) during 

the solar year — or a total of 364. Now that we have a better understanding of the calendar, let’s take a 

look at Noah’s year onboard the Ark and when exactly those events he listed actually happened. 

Spring Into Summer 

The first fifteen or so verses of Genesis, Chapter 7 are somewhat confusing. I’ll do my best, as detailed 

in Figure 1 below, to explain the sequence and time frame of the events that Noah described in this 

passage. I’ve added the Gregorian dates for reference but keep in mind, because the length of the day 

was different, the Gregorian date might be off a day or two. 

●  A new year, the 1st day of the first month (~March 21st) is the Vernal or “Spring” Equinox. 

●  Genesis 7:4 — On the 13th day of the second month (~May 3rd), Noah begins loading the Ark. 

●  Genesis 7:11 — On the 17th day of the second month (~May 7th), know as the cross-quarter 

day, Beltane, the Fountains erupt releasing torrents of water and steam. The steam condenses in the 

atmosphere forming a stormy cloud cover. The Earth’s oceans and waters (windows of Heaven) began 

advancing, much like a tsunami, flooding across the lands and moving toward the Ark. 

●  Genesis 7:13 — On the 20th day of the second month (~May 10th ), Noah enters the Ark. The ocean 

waters reached the Ark and the storm clouds, formed by the geyser-like steam from the erupting 

fountains, began to rain. It rained for forty days then stopped on the Summer Solstice or ~June 21st. 

●  Genesis 8:1-2 — On the 10th day of the fourth month (~July 1st), the Earth reached Aphelion and, as 

the massive wave of water passed, the waters rapidly receded. 

●  Genesis 8:3-4 — On the 17th day of the seventh month (~October 6th), the waters were now slowly 

receding and 150 days (five months) after the fountains erupted, the Ark landed in Ararat. 

https://cdanielmadison.com/calculator.html
https://thetorah.com/jewish-calendar-in-jubilees-a-solar-year/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheel_of_the_Yea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth%27s_orbit
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Figure 1 First Half of Noah’s Antediluvian Calendar 

So, in summary – It’s late-spring. God tells Noah it’s going to begin raining in a week and instructs him 

to start loading the animals and the necessary provisions onboard the Ark. Four days into Noah’s 

preparations, the fountains began erupting and the windows of heaven opened. 

NOTE: The Hebrew term for the windows of heaven refers to a sluice or sluice gates — or, in other 

words, a means or process to control the movement or flow of a huge resource by some method. As 

I’ll show Part 3, that process, the windows of heaven, which caused the fountains to erupt and the 

waters of the oceans to flood over the Earth was the result of a shift in gravitational forces. 

Devastating? Yes – but a year-long, global cataclysm that ripped apart the antediluvian world? No 

— the Bible only speaks of rain, fountains and flood waters. 

The geyser-like steam from the erupting fountains formed massive storm clouds. The skies darkened and 

three days after the eruptions began, the rains began falling. As the rising waters reached the Ark, Noah 

and his family were sealed inside. 

It rained continually for forty days, or until the Summer Solstice. The rains and fountains stopped, and 

the waters reached their maximum depth. Twelve days later, at Earth’s Aphelion, the waters began to 

rapidly recede and were then calmed. They diminished all through the summer and into the fall until, 

150 days after the fountains erupted, the Ark came to rest in Ararat. Looking out, Noah saw the lands 

below the Ark were still covered with water. 

Fall, Winter, Spring 

●  Genesis 8:5 — As shown in Figure 2 below, on the 1st day of the tenth month, on the Winter Solstice 

(~December 21st), Noah sees the waters are continuing to recede but it’s still winter and nothing new is 

growing on the lands now visible below the Ark. Noah decides to wait until springtime is closer. 

●  Genesis 8:6-7 — Noah waited another forty days so on the 10th day of the eleventh month (~January 

30th) Noah sends out the first dove and raven. The raven, finding carrion to eat, does not return. The 

dove, finding no fresh seed or vegetation, returns to the Ark.  

●  Genesis 8:10-11 — on the 17th day of the eleventh month (~February 7th), known as the cross-

quarter day, Imbolc, Noah sends out the 2nd dove. She returns with a fresh young olive sprig. 

●  Genesis 8:12 — on the 24th day of the eleventh month (~February 14th), the third dove Noah 

releases, having found dry ground and fresh vegetation to eat, does not return to the Ark. 

●  Genesis 8:13 — just over a month later, on the 1st day of the first month (~March 21st, the Vernal 

Equinox), Noah removed the Ark’s cover and saw the waters below had stopped receding. It wasn’t until 

the ground was completely dried and enough new vegetation had re-grown that … 

https://answersingenesis.org/the-flood/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbolc
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●  Genesis 8:14-16 — … on the 27th day of the second month (~May 17th), in late spring, Noah and his 

family, having been onboard for 370 days, left the Ark.. 

Figure 2 Second Half of Noah’s Antediluvian Calendar 

Once again, in summary – During the Winter Solstice, Noah looked out and saw that the waters were 

continuing to recede but it was mid-winter … it was cold and no new vegetation had grown. He waited 

another forty days until early spring and released a dove and a raven. The next two weeks show us when 

new vegetation began sprouting. And why is this significant? It indicates that (1) the seasonal weather 

patterns of the region prior to and just after the Flood were six, maybe eight weeks earlier than what we 

observe today and (2), as catastrophic as the Flood was, it did not devastate the Earth's vegetation. 

Noah removed the Ark’s cover on the Spring Equinox and saw the waters below had fully returned to 

sea level. This is also important because it tells us Noah was close to and had a direct line of sight to a 

body of water whose level was previously known to him. 

Another important point often overlooked is the olive sprig itself. What is its significance? It tells us the 

water’s depth and, as we’ll see in a moment, the general location and elevation of the Ark itself. 

Olives and the Flood Waters 

According to Genesis 8:4, the Ark landed somewhere in the mountains of Ararat. The Taurus Mountains 

comprised the western and northern borders of Ararat and in the plains below, between the cities of 

Tarsus and Adana, were the only populated areas in Ararat with the correct soil composition for olive 

cultivation. It would make sense that somewhere in these regions, just emerging above the water, is 

where the dove found the sprig. The elevations in those areas where olives were grown were, much like 

today, on average, only about thirty to thirty five feet above sea level. This should therefore be the 

approximate depth of the water at the time the dove returned with the olive sprig. 

According to the Genesis narrative, forty three days after the dove found the sprig, Noah removed the 

ark’s cover and from his vantage point, noticed the waters were fully abated. From this information, we 

can calculate the waters were receding at an approximate rate of (olives on average, 32 feet ÷ 43 days) 

nine inches per day. If that rate were constant, we can then calculate back (163 days x 9 inches) and 

estimate the Ark came to rest at an elevation of approximately 37m or 122 feet. Therefore, the depth of 

the waters before they began to recede (a total of 258 days x 9 inches) was approximately 194 feet above 

sea level. We can also calculate that during the first forty three days, a tsunami-like wall of water swept 

over the lands, increasing in depth (prevailing upward, Genesis 7:20) at a rate of fifteen cubits (24 feet) 

https://cdanielmadison.com/downloads/urartu.png
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per day – reaching a maximum height of 1,032 feet. But how can we sure the water’s depth calculated 

here is accurate?  

Sunlight cannot penetrate rough or murky water more the a few feet. Sunlight can however, penetrate 

clear, calm waters down to an average depth of 60 meters. As shown in Fig.1, at Earth’s Aphelion, the 

waters were calmed and the sediments began to settle. By the 17th day of the fifth month (Lughnasadh), 

the waters had receded and cleared enough to allow sunlight to reach the olive trees below. The process 

of photosynthesis (and the growth of new olive leaves) continued. As devastating as they were, the 

waters were not deep enough over an extended period of time to damage the region’s vegetation. 

The Ark’s Location 

Searches for Noah's Ark have been made from at least the 3rd century A.D., but to the present day, the 

most noted search sites (Mount Tendürek in eastern Turkey, Mount Ararat and Mount Cilo) have all 

been unsuccessful in locating any evidence of the Ark. My thought is that everyone has been looking in 

the wrong location — and more importantly, the wrong elevation. So, what do we know? 

●  The Ark came to rest at an elevation of ~122 feet in Ararat. 

●  Hippos and giraffes aren’t known for being particularly nimble in mountainous terrain so after 

leaving the Ark, there must have been easy egress out of the area. 

●  The flight range of a mature dove is on average, about 80 miles. I estimate the olive trees were no 

more than 40 miles from the Ark (40 miles there, 40 miles back). 

●  Olives typically need a specific climate and soil composition to produce. Granted, climates after the 

flood were changing but soil types stayed the same. 

●  When Noah removed the Ark’s cover he determined the flood waters had returned to their 

approximate pre-flood levels. He must have been close enough to see a body of water that was known to 

him previously to be at “sea-level” and, unless this knowledge came from his previous travels, this could 

possibly be the area close to where Noah lived prior to the Flood. 

The only water that meets those parameters and is close to olive trees is the Mediterranean Sea. Plus, 

from Noah’s vantage point on board the Ark (122 feet above sea level) the maximum distance calculated 

to his horizon was ~13 miles. Therefore, the distance from the Ark to the shoreline of the Mediterranean 

must be within this distance. There also had to be, from that elevation, an unimpeded direct line of sight 

to the sea. 

After looking at several maps of Turkey, the foothills of Adana and Osmaniye Provinces as shown in 

figure 3 below, meet all these requirements. A further analysis of other topographical maps1 and high 

resolution satellite imaging show an area near Erzin, Turkey that has the correct elevations and a line of 

site within our known distance (~5 miles) to the Mediterranean. This is only one of many possible 

locations in that area but it’s my thought that Noah’s Ark ran aground in these foothills near the ancient 

trade routes leading through the mountains to the east. 

 
1 Did the Flood waters affect the areas where you live? By knowing the water’s maximum depth of 1032 feet, you can 

discover how extensive the flood was with this interactive topographical map. 

http://www.waterencyclopedia.com/La-Mi/Light-Transmission-in-the-Ocean.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lughnasadh
https://cdanielmadison.com/horizon.html
http://en-us.topographic-map.com/places/North-America-89027/
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Figure 3 Possible Ark location 

Conclusion 

This completes the first part of a new look into Noah’s Flood. I’ve shown that the events described by 

Noah align with specific equinoxes and solstices. It indicates Noah’s antediluvian calendar consisted of 

twelve months of thirty slightly longer days each month giving us a solar year of 364 days. 

I’ve also shown that by knowing where olives are grown in Turkey (Ararat), we can determine the depth 

of the waters at various times during the Flood. Livestock grazed shortly after the flood and that, 

combined with the presence of olive trees, indicate the depth and severity of the Flood, as catastrophic 

as it was, did not destroy the region’s ecosystem. 

Depending on how you've been taught about the Flood, this article may have raised several more issues 

or concerns. Were there other survivors? Where did all the animals come from? For the answers to these 

questions and more, stay tuned for Part 2 ... coming soon! 

 
Fig. 4 Noah’s Year-long Flood 
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While you’re here … 

… I do have a small favor to ask. These articles I’ve written are my own educational outreach ministry 

and while they are yours to enjoy without any obligation, they are not without cost. If you’ve found 

them enjoyable, helpful or thought-provoking, I would ask that you consider sending along a couple 

dollars to help cover some of these added expenses. It only takes a minute and everything is handled 

securely through PayPal. 

Click below to help. Your support makes a big difference. 

 

 

Please note: cdanielmadison.com & EGRC are not 501(C)3 charitable organizations. 

 Donations to C. Daniel Madison are considered gifts and although 

 very much appreciated, are not deductible for tax purposes. 
 

Thank You! 

 

And let’s be social … click these buttons to share this article with your friends: 
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